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it in a large and therefore wholly irresponsible
body which has always been too much inclined to
degenerate into an office-broking oligarchy, and
thus degrade its high and important functions.
Mr. "Webster argued his proposition with his usual
force and perspicuity, but the speech is strongly
partisan and exhibits the disposition of an advo-
cate to fit the Constitution to his particular case,
instead of dealing with it on general and funda-
mental principles.

The session closed with a resolution offered by
Mr. Benton to expunge the resolutions of censure
upon the President, which was overwhelmingly
defeated, and was then laid upon.the table, on the
motion of Mr. Webster. He also took the first step
to prevent the impending financial disaster grow-
ing out of the President's course toward the bank,
by carrying a bill to stop the payment of treasury
warrants by the deposit banks in current bank-
notes, and to compel their payment in gold and sil-
ver. The rejection of Benton's resolutions served
to embitter the already intense conflict between
the President and his antagonists, and Mr. Web-
ster's bill, while it showed the wisdom of the op-
position, was powerless to remedy the mischief
which was afoot.

In this same year (1835) the independence of
Texas was achieved, and in the session of 1835-
36 the slavery agitation began its march, which
was only to terminate on the field of battle and